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Nina Sahm
Das letzte Polaroid
The Last Polaroid
Novel. 240 pp.
Blumenbar. Clothbound
2014, February

Nina Sahm studied theater studies, as well as English and 

German literature in Leipzig and Budapest. She was a dra-

maturg in Aalen and Giessen and currently works as a free-

lance journalist and author. In 2012, she received a grant 

from the Jürgen Ponto Foundation. The Last Polaroid is her 

debut novel.

For Anna and Kinga, one day and one night on Hungary’s Lake Balaton are enough to 

create a bond that lasts forever. Kinga is already experienced with men, while Anna has 

led a more sheltered existence. The only things her prude health-fanatic parents have 

taught her about life are the answers to Trivial Pursuit cards.

Ten years later, Anna fi nds out that her friend is in a coma. She travels to Budapest, 

where resistance to the Orbán government has left the city in turmoil. But instead of 

watching over Kinga in her hospital bed, Anna delves deeper into her friend’s previous 

life, living with her parents, getting to know her friends – and her boyfriend. Then one 

day, Kinga wakes up.

Light-footed, full of explosive hidden emotion and with a furious fi nale – Nina Sahm 

tells the story of an exceptional friendship and the longing to be someone else, at any 

cost.

»Thrilling and darkly mysterious, the scent of Dobos torte drifts from between the lines.« 

STEFANIE DE VELASCO, AUTHOR OF TIGERMILK

A SUMMER FRIENDSHIP
OUTLIVES ITS SEASON

Foto: Stephan Sahm
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Monika Zeiner
Die Ordnung der Sterne 
über Como
The Alignement Of The Stars 
Over Como
Novel. 580 pp.
Blumenbar. Hardcover
March, 2013

Sample translation available

Rights sold: 
Italy (Keller Editore)
Romania (Allfa)

Monika Zeiner studied in Berlin and Naples and wrote her 

doctoral thesis on melancholy and love in the Middle Ages. 

She’s published multiple radio plays, and is a singer and 

songwriter for the Italo-swing band Marinafon. She lives 

in Berlin. 

Berlin, Genoa, Naples: Just separated from his wife, jazz pianist Tom Holler sets out on 

a concert tour through Italy with his band. Thinking back on his past, Tom is haunted 

by opportunities squandered and chances lost. The trip turns into a journey through his 

memories, as he considers the nature of love and death. When he reaches his goal, he 

hopes to reconnect with the great love of his youth, Betty Morgenthal, and to understand 

the tragic death of his best friend Marc. How can you know you’re in love? And how can 

death have meaning? Tom charts the constellations of people and places that have made 

up his life; when was the moment that his stars aligned? Only if he probes deeply into 

the heart of things, to that night in Como, when his trio of friends broke apart, can he get 

a second chance at life – and maybe also at love. 

With its bold tones and its understated riffs, its wit, levity and melancholia, this novel is 

full of music. You just have to listen to it! 

»What a novel. Unbelievably clear, unrelenting in its details, very musical, 

astounding. I read breathlessly to the end, and can only congratulate 

Monika Zeiner.« MICHAEL KUMPFMÜLLER

»Subtle and perceptive then in the next moment very poetic and light-hearted: 

Monika Zeiner is a masterful and spirited narrator.« RAINER MERKEL

TWO MEN AND A WOMAN: 
HOW MUCH LOVE CAN A FRIENDSHIP STAND?

Foto: Milena Schlösser

Shortlisted for the 
German Book Prize 2013



Literary Fiction

Kathrin Gerlof
Das ist eine Geschichte
That’s a Story
Novel. 368 pp.
Aufbau. Clothbound
2014, February

5

The little street with its »cul-de-sac« sign nearly seems nearly pathetic. But since a 
Jewish group has applied for restitution of all of the lots, supposedly the residents 
will have the carpets literally pulled from under their feet. Each and every owner 
of one of the little houses must ask themselves the question of whether they are 
complicit in something unjust. The townspeople dream up their own versions of the 
Jews, with stories that fi t conveniently in their lives. This is the story of an attempt 
to reclaim something, and its consequences. It is the living portrait of a community 
losing its security and homogeneity, in search of moral solutions that are almost 
never to be found.

An unbelievable and uniquely German tale based on a true story: the Wall has hardly 
fallen when a town is battered by its past – and everything is called into question: 
law and property, good and evil. 

Kathrin Gerlof was born in 1962 in Köthen (Anhalt). She works as an editor for 
various newspapers, and lives as a journalist and author in Berlin. She published 
her debut novel, Teuermann’s Silence, in 2008. Her second novel All the Time, was 
enthusiastically praised. 

»Entitling her novel That’s a Story Kathrin Gerlof pretends that it doesn’t tell the 
truth. But the novel’s fundament consists of true burnt marks and sore points of the 
German history.« Frankfurter Rundschau

 
»With wit and an ironical edge, the author draws a panorama of the GDR inha-
bitants’ different ways to cope with the reunifi cation. The new neighbors of the 
families from the former West-Germany who are attracted by the residential area 
in Berlin’s suburbia. Some of them are descendants of the Nazi regime‘s victims, 
others sons and grand-sons of Nazis.« Sächsische Zeitung

                          No easy answers

     All certainties were thrown to the wind. 
  That was sad and funny, and in any case                 
                                          very entertaining.



Popular Fiction

Ellen Berg
Ich koch dich tot
The Way to a Man’s Heart
Novel. 288 pp.
atb. Paperback
2013, May

R I G HT S S O LD :

Czech Republic (Euromedia)
China (Shanghai Century Literature)
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When men treat her badly, Vivi puts her feminine talents to work in her defense: her 
culinary skills are a deadly trap for all those lousy guys who really deserve it anyway. 
A sharp-tongued and mercilessly funny novel for literary gourmets.

The fi rst time the rat poison ended up in the goulash on accident, and Vivi fi nally 
got rid of her tyrant of a man. Then when Richard disappoints her so terribly, she 
reaches for her wooden spoon again. After that, why, the men practically poison 
themselves! Soon she has a collection of dangerously good recipes to use against 
unfaithful men. When Vivi falls in love with Hugo, she thinks she’s done with cook-
ing. Then the brakes in her car fail – and it turns out that Hugo has been widowed 
multiple times. A brutally comical battle, man against woman, takes its course. 

Ellen Berg, born 1969, studied German literature and worked as a tour guide and in 
the catering business. During that time, she intensively investigated aphrodisiac 
cuisine and created Berg’s Trailblazer, an arousing cocktail. Today she lives with her 
daughter on a small farm in Allgäu. Rights to previous books have been sold to Po-
land and Czech Republic. 

»Ellen Berg’s humor is wonderfully mean.« cosmopolitan

»A delicious read for autumnal bathing. Relaxing, funny and heart-warming.« 
 Rheinische Post

Darling, don’t you like it?

Over 250.000 copies sold

P R E V I O U S P U B L I C AT I O N S :



Hans Meyer zu Düttingdorf
Das Bandoneon
The Bandoneon
Novel. 512 pp.
Rütten & Loening. Clothbound
2014, March

Rights sold: 
Spanish World (Ediciones B)
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Tango, passion and a secret that goes undiscovered for nearly 100 years: after her 
mother dies, Berlin journalist Christina fi nds an old postcard from Buenos Aires 
that raises a number of questions: questions about her own past, and about things 
that have been left unsaid. On the card is an image of a bandoneon, and Christina is 
electrifi ed. Has something fi nally fallen into her hands that will allow her to learn 
more about her family? Her search leads her to Argentina, and to the days of the 
not-so-golden twenties. Back then a woman from Berlin – her great-grandmother 
Emma – accompanied her new husband to South America. Emma lived through her 
family’s rise and fall – and fell in love with a bandoneon player, an affair that doesn’t 
only change her own life. 

A touching novel about a young woman from Berlin who seeks her luck in 1920s 
 Argentina. This piece of German history is woven from a German-Argentinean 
 family saga.

Hans Meyer zu Düttingdorf was born in 1967 in Bielefeld. He is an actor and mu-
sician who has recorded multiple albums. He lives in Berlin. 

The young woman

A great family drama about a passionate love, 
tango and a secret that remains undiscovered           

                    for nearly a century.

Popular Fiction

from Buenos Aires



Clara Sternberg
Sonntags bei Sophie
Sundays at Sophie’s
Novel. 304 pp.
atb. Paperback
2014, February
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Sophie, Rosa and Melanie are best friends – and everything that goes along with 
that. Then suddenly nothing is like it used to be. Sophie learns that she has just a 
few months left to live. Starting now, Sundays are reserved for the three of them. 
They talk, listen, laugh and remember. And Sophie has one big wish: she wants to be 
present at the birth of Melanie’s daughter – just eleven weeks; she knows she’ll make 
it! The normally non-spiritual Rosa doesn’t just take up praying – she hires a healer. 
More level-headed, Melanie is happy that her unborn baby gives Sophie inspiration; 
maybe she’ll beat the cancer? Sophie just focuses on leaving her friends with some-
thing very special. Her courage gives Rosa and Melanie the strength to see their 
lives in new ways, and to fi nally make some long-overdue decisions.

An enchanting novel about the power of friendship and daring to let go – a story that 
will bring you to tears. 

Clara Sternberg, born 1962, wanted to be a doctor, actress, veterinarian, writer or 
singer as a child. After her studies, she worked as a copywriter and translator. She 
has lived in Berlin for several years. Sundays at Sophie’s is her fi rst novel. 

Friends for life

Highly emotional, yet joyful: 
       a warm-hearted novel about sickness, 
   friendship and death, 
             for readers of Jojo Moyes.

Popular Fiction



Florian Beckerhoff
Ein Sofa voller Frauen
A Sofa Full of Women
Novel. 240 pp.
atb. Paperback
2014, March

9

In his mid-thirties, Dickie is a sound designer in search of the perfect audio for a 
sausage commercial – and the perfect love. But neither is working out. He just can’t 
get close to women. Since his fi rst brief relationship eighteen years ago resulted in 
a child, his love life seems like a hopeless case. That is, until his friends secretly 
register him as a host on Couchsurfi ng, and answer the incoming queries. Suddenly 
Dickie has more female visitors than he knows what to do with. Instantly, he’s in 
love with his fi rst guest, Laura from Rome. Then there’s Emogène, Nora and Hedda, 
Christa, Olga (who turns out to actually be Oleg) and Anu…Then his son is standing 
at his door, wanting to get to know him. In the middle of all of this chaos, Dickie 
realizes that it’s time to act: he just can’t get his fi rst Couchsurfi ng guest out of his 
head. And after all, there are nice sofas in Italy too…

Florian Beckerhoff was born in Zurich and grew up in Bonn. He studied literature, 
receiving a doctorate, but preferred to work as a language teacher, museum atten-
dant and copywriter. Today he lives with his wife and son in Berlin.        The newest fun read from the 

bestselling author whose book Frau Ella 
                   sold over 100.000 copies. 

Popular Fiction/Non-Fiction

       With a little help from
his friends…



Historical Fiction

Martina André
Das Geheimnis des Templers
The Secret of the Templar
Novel. 608 pp.
atb. Paperback
2013, November
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After losing the city of Acre in the Holy Land, Richard von Breydenbach returns 
home to his castle from the crusades. He brings a great surprise for his son Gero 
along with him: among his father’s retinue is the young Elizabeth. Richard von Brey-
denbach has adopted her as his own after a battle. As the second-born son, Gero is 
now supposed to enter the Order of the Knights of Templar, according to his father’s 
wishes. And that means living in celibacy. But he falls deeply in love with Elizabeth 
and must make a diffi cult decision. Should he follow his heart, or the holy oath of 
the Templars? At fi rst, he and Elizabeth try to keep their love a secret, but they are 
discovered before he is knighted, and Gero and Elisabeth must fl ee from his father’s 
rage.

With her series focusing on the Knights of Templar, Martina André is one of the 
most successful authors of her genre.

Martina André, born 1961, lives with her family near Kobelenz, as well as in Edin-
burgh, Scotland. She has published bestsellers with atb, including The Anti-Pope and 
Shaman Fire.

A Knight Templar caught between
love and faith

How it all began: 

the thrilling story of the Knight Templar 

Gero von Breydenbach

S E L E C TE D P R E VI O U S P U B L I C AT I O N S :

Martina André
Totentanz
Death Dance
Novel. 600 pp. 
Rütten & Loening, Paperback
2014, April 



Historical Fiction

Birgit Jasmund
Die Tochter von Rungholt
The Daughter of Rungholt
Historical novel. 400 pp.
atb. Paperback
2014, April
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A love story set against a great historical backdrop. North Frisia, 1316: after his 
father is slain, Iven takes over the family estate together with his sister. While she 
wants to see him married, Iven plots revenge. But then he falls in love with the 
merchant’s daughter Silja. They plan their wedding – until Iven discovers that she 
has already been promised to another. Her father is in fi nancial troubles, and he 
plans to marry her to Andreas, son of a wealthy businessman. But Andreas doesn’t 
even want Silja. The only way Andreas sees out of the unhappy union is to travel to 
Rungholt, in order to kill her. Iven saves Silja, but can he convince her of the truth, 
and keep his family home out of the clutches of enemies scheming to steal it from 
him? A thrilling fi ght for life and love begins – as a devastating fl ood draws nearer, 
destroying everything in its path. 

Birgit Jasmund was born in 1967 near Hamburg and now lives in Dresden. She lived 
in Kiel for four years while studying law, often visiting the coast of North  Frisia. She 
worked as a lawyer and is now a freelance writer. Jasmund discovered the story of 
Rungholt via Detlev Liliencron’s poem Trutz Blanke Hans.

     The sunken city

A breathtaking novel about the downfall 
of the legendary Rungholt.



Crime/Thriller
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Freda Wolff
Schwesterlein muss sterben
Little Sister Has To Die
Thriller. 400 pp.
Rütten & Loening. Paperback
2014, March

She’s cold. No, she’s freezing. At the same time she can distinctly sense the thin 
fi lm of sweat on her brow. The man is tall, at least a head taller than her, and he 
moves with a certain light-footedness that betrays the fact that he’s extremely ath-
letic. »Now you’re going to learn how to swim,« he says. »Dear little sister has to be 
able to swim, else she’ll die.«

Bergen in Norway. When Aksel casually mentions his stepsister’s murder to his 
 psychologist, Merette Schulmann, she begins to panic. He’s obviously trying to 
frighten her – and immediately asks about her daughter Julia. Julia just moved 
into her fi rst apartment and is happy with her new boyfriend. Her friend Marie 
from Oslo is going to come visit. But Marie never shows up… Soon Merette learns 
that wherever Aksel has been, mysterious water-related deaths have occurred. The 
 victims were always young women of precisely the same age as his stepsister would 
have been. Now she would have been 24 – as old as Julia.

Freda Wolff is the pseudonym of Ulrike Gerold and Wolfram Hänel (both born 
1956). They studied German literature in Berlin and worked at various theaters be-
fore they began to write together. Today they live and work mainly in Hannover – 
for over 20 years they’ve written in the same room, at the same desk.

               »You have to swim, 
or else you’ll die.«

     Is Merette Schulmann’s 
          patient really a murderer? 
She begins her own investigations…



Crime/Thriller
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Cyrus Darbandi
Das Licht der Toten
The Light of the Dead
Crime Fiction. 424 pp.
Aufbau. Clothbound
2013, September

Frank Abraham is a policeman in Berlin, a determined, headstrong policeman who 
doesn’t mind making life diffi cult for those around him. He knows that murder 
 cases are never solved behind offi ce desks, but on the streets, and that the only thing 
that counts is to reconstruct the moment when murderer and victim are just one 
breath away from each other. He is a tall, silent man with sad eyes – and a rather 
unusual past: his father was a serial killer. When his father was arrested, Frank 
Abraham and his brother Robert were still children. But when their mother couldn’t 
bear the psychological consequences of the criminal investigations anymore, Robert 
had to take responsibility for his younger brother Frank.

When we meet him, Frank Abraham is fi ghting on several fronts at the same time. 
His father will soon be released from prison, his brother, who works for the Mafi a, 
urgently needs his help and a serial killer is keeping the city in a state of utter 
 panic … Gritty, captivating, extraordinary!

Cyrus Darbandi born in 1975, grew up in Viersen. He worked in a bookshop until 
2008 and then opened his own antiquarian bookshop, specialising in crime fi ction. 
The Light of the Dead is his fi rst novel.

»The thing that makes this book so unusual is its very memorable style. Darbandi 
keeps his biography mysterious. Whoever he is, his debut has been a successful 
one.« Der Standard

A captivating crime-noir tale
       with literary fi nesse

»Abraham only seldom managed to keep a distance 

            from certain things. When murderer and   

                     victim met – were they not, also, 

     separated only by a breath from one another?«



Crime/Thriller

Christian Buder
Die Eistoten
The Ice Deaths
Novel. 384 pp.
atb. Paperback
2013, August

French sample translation available

14

An ice-cold killer, a great thinker and a very special little girl: Alice is eleven years 
old, very intelligent and what’s called a »know-it-all« in her southern German home-
town. And she has a special gift: she can speak with the philosopher Wittgenstein, 
who died in 1951. He shows up when she least expects it and then disappears just 
as mysteriously. Things start to get frightening on Christmas Eve, when someone 
paints a red »11« on the doors of the village church, and Alice has an uneasy feeling. 
When she fi nds the frozen corpse of a girl, she’s sure that she’s on the trail of the 
murderer who killed her mother years ago. Together with Wittgenstein, she starts to 
investigate. But no one listens to an eleven-year-old’s suspicions, except for the one 
person who wants to silence her. The mixture of mysticism, suspense and philoso-
phy is what makes this thriller so unique.

Christian Buder, born 1968, studied business management and then philosophy in 
Marburg, Paris and Chicago. As a freelance author and journalist, he writes articles 
for Die Zeit and other magazines. He currently lives in Memmingen. The Ice Deaths 
is his fi rst novel.

»This isn’t a book you set down quickly. It’s very exciting, with good character de-
velopment, and most importantly its dialogues are simultaneously funny and deep. 
These are the things that make it so very worth reading.« 
Antenne Brandenburg

»Philosophical, mystical, suspenseful – a thriller in a class of its own. « 
Buch Magazin

Mystical, suspenseful, 
                    philosophical!

Alice has the talent of looking into dark corners, 
places where no one else looks. 
              I have that in common with her.
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Anonymous
Deep Web. Die dunkle Seite des Internets
Deep Web. The Internet’s Dark Side
Non-Fiction. 224 pp.
Blumenbar. Clothbound
2014, April

Welcome to the deep web! Everyone and everything is here: Assange, Snowden, the 

NSA, bloggers of the Arab Spring, weapons, drugs, pornography… 

This book explains the anonymous digital parallel universe for the fi rst time. Deep Web 

describes how it works, how you get in, who is active there and why. This parallel univer-

se is between 40 and 450 times as large as the visible internet: an endless wasteland of 

information, which conceals the stronghold of a nearly lawless space. Anonymity is the 

only protection offered here: you don’t leave behind any tracks, and you remain untra-

ceable. It is the last terra incognita in this world. The very thing that allowed Snowden, 

Assange and many others to secretly exchange data without being spied on is also one 

of the greatest hubs for illegal goods. This book features up-to-the-minute information 

from an array of fi gures – cyber-crime offi cials, politicians, public prosecutors, hackers, 

nerds, people who would rather stay in the dark.

»The deep web is the neutral ground where persecuted or threatened people can express 

themselves freely. It is also an infernal playground.« DIE ZEIT

»Only for the initiated.« SPEX

CUTTINGEDGE AND EXCLUSIVE

Anonymous studied journalism and specializes in repor-

tage in criminal milieus.



Non-Fiction

             Kleine 
Hände im  
Großen Krieg

Yury und Sonya  
Winterberg

     Kinderschicksale 
                      im Ersten  
                   Weltkrieg

Yury & Sony Winterberg
Kleine Hände im großen Krieg
Small Hands in a Big War
Non-Fiction. 352 pp.
Including several photos, facsimiles, 
drawings.
Aufbau. Clothbound
2014, April

R I G HT S S O LD : 
Italy (Newton Compton)
Spanish World (Paidós)
Czech Republic (Euromedia) 
Turkey (Can)
Netherlands (Walburg Pers) 
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In the summer of 1914, a war of unheard-of extent changed the world. Millions of 
men were recruited by various armies, and millions of women and children stayed 
at home alone or joined the streams of refugees fl ooding through Europe. Some of 
the children kept diaries and wrote about their experiences, hopes, fears and joys. 
Small Hands in a Big War gives a deeply human insight into life during the First World 
War, based upon their diaries, letters and drawings. With testimonies from a great 
number of countries including Italy, France, Russia, England, Serbia, Belgium, Po-
land, the US, Canada, the Netherlands, Jamaica, Palestine, Scandinavia, Australia, 
Germany and Austria the scope is an international one. Many children even actively 
participated in combat. But even more children experienced war from home, suffered 
hunger, grieved for killed and missing family members or lost their homes.

This panorama of the Great War seen through children’s eyes is structured by impor-
tant historical data. The children’s stories, ordered chronologically refl ect the course 
of the war as it unfolded.

Yury and Sonya Winterberg have written several books about war and trauma such 
as War Children – Memories of a Generation and We are Wolves’ Children – Abandoned 
in East Prussia. Yury and Sonya Winterberg live with their children in Dresden. Yury 
Winterberg is the main author of the documentary 14 – Diaries from the Great War.

»If any ask us why we died, Tell them,   
                      Because our fathers lied.«
                                 Rudyard Kipling

Including the destinies of Alfred Hitchcock, Simone de Beauvoir, 

Anaïs Nin, Marlene Dietrich and Elias Canetti 

who experienced the Great War as children.



Non-Fiction

Egmont R. Koch
Lizenz zum Töten
Die Mordkommandos der Geheimdienste
Licence to Kill
Assassination Squads of Secret Services 
Across the Globe
Non-Fiction. 320 pp.
Aufbau. Clothbound.
2013, October

R I G HT S S O LD :

Poland (Czarna Owca) 
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In the world-wide wars against terrorism, Western governments issue death sen-
tences against suspects – with the possibility of committing deadly mistakes.

On the basis of exclusive sources, Egmont R. Koch reveals the scandalous assassina-
tion practices of different nations’ secret services. He examines the politics of tar-
geted killing, and puts them into a historical context. In his book, Koch shows that 
it wasn’t only the Stasi and the KGB who ignored statute and law when eliminating 
their enemies, but that Israel’s intelligence agency, the Mossad, and the CIA also 
violate international law, especially when acting under the pretext of counter-terror-
ism. License to Kill focuses on the activities of the Mossad and other agencies over the 
past decades. It reveals exclusive information that has not appeared in print before, 
which the author was able to gain through personal contacts and interviews with 
Mossad veterans.

Egmont R. Koch, born in 1950, is one of the most famous investigative journalists 
in Germany. In 1978, he caused a sensation with his fi rst book Seveso is Everywhere. 
So far, his books have been translated into 12 languages and his investigative TV 
documentaries have won numerous awards.

Murdered by Mossad, CIA & Co.

Sharpshooters, bombs, poison and drones: 

targeted executions have killed more than 1000 people – without 

any kind of trial.



Biography & Memoir

Uwe-Karsten Heye
Die Benjamins
The Benjamins
Non-Fiction. 320 pp.
Aufbau. Clothbound
2014, March

18

From the world-famous philosopher Walter Benjamin to Hilda Benjamin, aka »Red 
Hilde«, the fi rst female minister of justice in the GDR, Uwe-Karsten Heye tells the 
story of a German family that refl ects the major developments of the 20th century.

Five people, fi ve different fates: Walter Benjamin, philosopher and author. Hilde 
Benjamin, vice president of the Supreme Court of the GDR, and maligned as »Red 
Hilde«. Her husband Georg Benjamin, communist and doctor, murdered in the 
Mauthausen concentration camp, and his sister Dora, social scientist, as a Jew also 
driven into exile. And fi nally, Hilde’s son, Michael Benjamin, professor of law in 
Moscow and East Berlin, who struggled with his family history throughout his life. 
Based on previously unknown archival material, as well as conversations with the 
family’s contemporaries, Heye creates an engaging psychological profi le of a Ger-
man family, correcting some of the distortions about them that arose during the 
Cold War. 

Uwe-Karsten Heye, born 1940, is a journalist who worked as a speechwriter for 
Willy Brandt, as press offi cer for Gerhard Schröder, and as a writer for the public 
broadcasting organizations ARD and ZDF.

»How did a brother’s dream infl uence his sister-in-law’s acts? Did Walter Benjamin 
shape the GDR justice? Uwe-Karsten Heye illuminates the tragic family history of 
the philosopher.« FAZ

 
»A grand work that left me breathless from the fi rst to the last page.« Ulrich 

Wickert

»An astounding, extraordinary and extremely well readable Opus. And it’s a page-
turner, too.« Michael Naumann

The German family of the century



Werner Hecht
Die Mühen der Ebenen. 
Brecht und die DDR.
The Difficulty of the Plains. 
Brecht and the GDR.
Non-Fiction. 362 pp.
With approx. 15 images and reproductions
Aufbau. Clothbound
2014, February

19

Never-before-published documents cast a new light on Brecht’s resistance to the 
Socialist Unity Party of Germany. Functionaries and critics, but also scholars and 
competitors derided Brecht and tried to sabotage him, attempting to discredit his 
aesthetic and political views, but above all his work in the theatre. After his return 
from exile in the West, Brecht was famous but not necessarily welcome in the GDR. 
He and Helene Weigel had to fi ght to found the Berliner Ensemble; Report from 
Herrnburg and The Trial of Lucullus were banned. In dealing with the controversies, 
which at times threatened their very existence, Brecht and Weigel reacted with cre-
ativity, resourcefulness and “gentle coercion”. He wasn’t able to realize all of his 
visions, but the Berliner Ensemble became world-famous, and the Brecht Archive 
wasn’t nationalized. 

Werner Hecht was born in 1926 in Leipzig. In 1959 he was hired by Helene Weigel 
to work in direction and dramaturgy for the Berliner Ensemble, where he was active 
until 1974. From 1977 to 1990, he led the GDR’s Brecht Centre. For sixty years, he 
has written and edited signifi cant texts about and by Brecht.

The troubles and triumphs

A renowned Brecht scholar uses previously unpublished documents 

             to provide a complete cultural analysis of Brecht’s 

       struggles and victories.

Biography & Memoir

         of Bertolt Brecht
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A roller coaster of a life: born the daughter of a Jewish doctor, Lilli Palmer had to 
fl ee from the Nazis. She had small-time gigs in Paris and in the night-clubs of Lon-
don, then travelled with her husband Rex Harrison to Hollywood. There, she fi lmed 
with Gary Cooper, Jean Gabin and Clark Gable. Her great success was followed by 
a professional disaster, when her husband’s affair became public. In 1952, she took 
a chance and did what so many emigrants resisted: she returned to the land of her 
persecutors and became the star of German post-war fi lm. Her memoirs were a best-
seller. This biography depicts the rise of a woman who was extraordinarily talented 
in a number of ways, a woman who became a legend.

Her turbulent life, full of highs and lows, was a drama in itself. This fi rst-ever biogra-
phy of the actress, author and painter Lilli Palmer is being released on the occasion 
of her 100th birthday.

Heike Specht was born in 1974 and studied German literature and history in Mu-
nich. She received her doctorate for her work on the family of Leon Feuchtwanger 
and worked for many years as an editor at a publishing house. Today she lives as a 
freelance writer and author in Zurich.

The fi rst biography of the great

Lilli Palmer was more than just an actress – along with 

        Marlene Dietrich, Hildegard Knef and Romy Schneider, 

  she is among the most legendary of German stars.

Biography & Memoir

         German diva
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Beauty, success and sex appeal made them idols for some, while their supposedly 
loose morals made them enemies to others. This book recounts the great tragic love 
between Romy Schneider and Alain Delon.

It was a meeting of superstars when Romy Schneider and Alain Delon met while 
fi lming Christine. She was already famous in Germany because of the Sissi fi lms. 
Alain was the darling of French cinema. The press was head-over-heels when 
 rumours of a relationship between the two. But it only lasted for fi ve years and end-
ed tragically. What’s less well-known is the fact that after working together again 
in 1968 on The Swimming Pool, Delon was a true friend to Schneider for decades. 
Günter Krenn tells the emotional and entertaining tale of one of the great love 
stories of European cinema.

Günter Krenn, born 1961, studied philosophy and theatre at the University of Vien-
na. He is a research associate at the Austrian Film Archive and produced numerous 
publications on various fi lm-related topics, including the work of Billy Wilder, Lou-
ise Brooks and Walter Reisch. Günter Krenn lives in Vienna.

»The Viennese fi lm scholar is a clever and sensitive narrator of this love story. He 
lets friends, relatives and colleagues have their say, unfurling the professional and 
private lives of both stars with the help of his extensive knowledge.« Deutsch-

landRadio Kultur

»Via this German-French liaison, Krenn gives us a little cultural history lesson in 
the post-war period.« Der Tagesspiegel

»An endearing book, rich in detail.« Kurier

European Cinema’s dream couple.

»The most important man in my life was and is Alain Delon.« 

      Romy Schneider
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Thirty years ago, Grace Kelly was tragically killed when her vehicle tumbled for-
ty meters from the serpentine roads of Monaco. She has since become a myth, a 
style icon existing between the glamour of Hollywood and the royalty of Monaco. 
As Hitchcock’s favorite actress to work with, Kelly acted in classic fi lms including 
Mogambo and To Catch a Thief, opposite actors such as Frank Sinatra and Clark 
Gable. Yet her private life remained in the shadows. Her marriage to Prince Rainier 
III was not anchored by love, and her life on the Riviera was more akin to a golden 
cage. She was an individual torn between illusion and reality, simultaneously idol-
ised by millions.

The fi rst comprehensive biography of Grace Kelly draws from previously unreleased 
photographs and documents from the Grimaldi family archive and, for the fi rst 
time, access to letters between Kelly and Hitchcock. It is also based on interviews 
with Kelly’s companions and relatives, including an exclusive interview with Prince 
Albert II of Monaco.

Thilo Wydra was born in 1968 in Wiesbaden. He studied literature, art history, and 
fi lm in Mainz and Dijon. He works as a freelance publicist and author concentrating 
on French- and German-language cinema. He is the German correspondent for the 
Cannes Film Festival.

The woman behind the myth

»I’ve had happy moments in my life, but I don’t think that happiness – being happy – 
is a perpetual state that anyone can be in. Life isn’t that way.« 

»Grace is written from a great sense of admiration, yet at the same time it delivers a 
 sophisticated psychological portrait.« nürnberger nachrichten

 
»Thilo Wydra has written an illuminating psychological portrait for Kelly.« 
die welt kompakt
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